[Date]
[MLA Name]
MLA for [Riding Name]
[Office Address]
[City, Province, Postal Code]
Dear [Mr./Ms./Mx.] [Last Name],
Re: Please reinstate Alberta’s Family Violence Death Review Committee
I am a resident of [your community] and I am writing to urge you to support the immediate re‑establishment of Alberta’s Family Violence Death Review Committee. As someone who cares deeply about the safety of families in our province, I am very concerned that this independent body has been dismantled at a time when family and intimate partner violence remains a serious problem in Alberta.
The Family Violence Death Review Committee was created to examine deaths related to family violence and to identify how similar tragedies can be prevented in the future. Its work turned devastating losses into learning, by reviewing cases and making recommendations to improve how systems like police, courts, child and family services, housing, and social supports respond to risk. Ending the committee removes a key way for our province to learn from the worst outcomes and fix gaps before more lives are lost.
The recent killing of 23yearold Inuk woman Ayla Egotik-Learn in St. Albert, and the presumed death of her baby daughter, Braylee, has deeply affected people across Alberta. This tragedy highlights serious concerns about intimate partner violence, repeat offending, and how systems respond when victims are at risk, especially for Indigenous women and children. These are exactly the types of cases that should be carefully reviewed by an independent committee so that we can understand what went wrong and what must change.‑year‑old Inuk woman Ayla Egotik‑Learn in St. Albert, and the presumed death of her baby daughter, Braylee, has deeply affected people across Alberta. This tragedy highlights serious concerns about intimate partner violence, repeat offending, and how systems respond when victims are at risk, especially for Indigenous women and children. These are exactly the types of cases that should be carefully reviewed by an independent committee so that we can understand what went wrong and what must change.
Community organizations like the Jessica Martel Memorial Foundation, local shelters, outreach programs, and many frontline workers are doing everything they can to support survivors and prevent further harm. However, they cannot, on their own, ensure that lessons from the most serious cases are systematically gathered and acted upon at a provincial level. Without a provincial death review committee, there is no independent, arm's length mechanism to drive systemwide learning and accountability.‑length mechanism to drive system‑wide learning and accountability.
I respectfully ask you to:
1. Publicly support reinstating the Family Violence Death Review Committee as an independent body in Alberta law.
2. Advocate for stable funding and clear authority so the committee can carry out thorough reviews and publish its findings and recommendations.
3. Support requirements that government ministries respond to the committee’s recommendations within a set timeframe and report on how they are being implemented.
4. Ensure that any reinstated committee includes strong representation from Indigenous communities, frontline gender based violence organizations, and people with lived experience, reflecting commitments to truth, reconciliation, and cultural safety.‑based violence organizations, and people with lived experience, reflecting commitments to truth, reconciliation, and cultural safety.
Re‑establishing this committee would send a clear message that preventing family‑violence‑related deaths is a priority in Alberta, and that the lives of people like Ayla and Braylee truly matter. I urge you to use your position as my elected representative to champion this issue within your caucus and the Legislative Assembly.
I would appreciate a response outlining your position on this matter and any actions you are willing to take to support the reinstatement of the Family Violence Death Review Committee.
Thank you for your time and for your service to our community.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Pronouns, if you wish]
Resident of [Community/Riding Name]

